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Military News and More...
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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
2021 Juneteenth Edition!

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

NY.,N.Y. - The National Football 
League's (NFL) Scientific Advi-
sory Board (SAB) announced a 
four-year, $4 million award to 
fund a team of medical research-
ers led by the University of Wis-
consin. The study will investigate 
the prevention and treatment of 
hamstring injuries for elite foot-
ball players. The announcement 
was made on July 15. 
 Hamstring injuries are the most 
common injuries suffered by 
NFL players and are the second-
most burdensome injury in the 
league, with nearly 75% of such 
injuries resulting in missed time 
for NFL players. 
This award is part of the league's 
multi-year effort to better under-
stand and prevent lower extrem-
ity injuries, including soft tissue 
strains such as hamstrings. The 
findings from this project aim to 
determine an individual NFL ath-
lete's propensity for hamstring 

By Jean Bonhomme, MD, 
MPH, Founder, National 

Black Men’s Health  
Network 

and 
Salvatore J. Giorgianni, Jr., 
PharmD, Sr. Science Advi-
sor, Men’s Health Network 

  
Men’s Health Network and the 
National Black Men’s Health 
Network urge the FDA, and the 
Biden Administration, to provide 
current COVID-19 vaccines full 
regulatory approval within the 
next 90 days. 
 The Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion (EUA) process that was es-
sential in getting COVID-19 
vaccines out to the general public 
was an important first step in 
making this life-saving biologic 
into the arms of people in the US.  
The EUA has served its purpose 

12 of the top club teams from 12 
African countries.  NBA Africa is 
focused on expanding the NBA’s 
presence in priority African mar-
kets, deepening the league’s en-
gagement with players and fans 
across the continent, and contin-
uing to grow Africa’s basketball 
ecosystem through programs like 
the Jr. NBA, Basketball Without 
Borders (BWB) Africa and NBA 
Academy Africa.  In addition, 
NBA Africa has launched several 
social responsibility initiatives 
aimed at raising awareness of 
gender-based violence, support-
ing girls’ education, and improv-
ing the livelihoods of African 
youth and families. 
 
“The NBA has always been a 
great ambassador for the United 
States—using the game to create 

Former President Barack Obama joins NBA Africa as a 
strategic partner ... from sports page 1 

NFL announces University of Wisconsin will conduct prospective 
study on how to reduce hamstring injuries in football players

strain injury and identify targets 
for injury mitigation, potentially 
reducing the injury burden on 
the player. 
 In addition to funding medical 
research, the league is following 
a data-driven approach to at-
tempt to reduce the incidence of 
lower extremity injuries by 
tracking and analyzing turf sys-
tems and cleat performance, 
evaluating injuries to determine 
how to improve training reg-
imens, and partnering with NFL 
Medical committees to study 
knee ligament injuries. 
Researchers will combine state-
of-the-art quantitative imaging, 
on-field biomechanics, and com-
putational analytics to determine 
risk factors associated with ini-
tial and recurrent hamstring in-
juries and develop data-driven 
approaches to help individualize 
risk assessment. In addition, the 
study will aim to provide a road-

map for future research involv-
ing orthobiologics as a treatment 
for muscle strain injuries. Re-
search will be led by Bryan 
Heiderscheit, PT, PhD, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Orthopedics 
and Badger Athletic Perform-
ance, in partnership with David 
Opar, PhD, Australian Catholic 
University SPRINT Centre, and 
Silvia Blemker, PhD, co-founder 
of Springbok Analytics. 
 "At the league, we recognize the 
significant burden hamstring in-
juries have on our elite athletes 
year after year, and have ded-
icated resources to analyzing the 
occurrence and type of lower ex-
tremity injuries to better identify 
ways we can further reduce 
them," said Dr. Allen Sills, NFL 
Chief Medical Officer. "We're 
hopeful that through the data-
based approach outlined by Dr. 
Heiderscheit and his team, this 
funding will enable them to de-

velop scientifically-based 
strategies that will advance the 
health and safety of our players 
in the years to come." 
"The persistent symptoms, slow 
healing, and a high rate of re-in-
jury make hamstring strains a 
frustrating and disabling injury 
for athletes and a challenge for 
sport medicine clinicians to 
treat," said Dr. Bryan Heider-
scheit, PT, PhD, FAPTA, Depart-
ment of Orthopedics and 
Rehabilitation, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. "To truly 
understand and reduce hamstring 
injury risk requires a study of an 
unprecedented size and scope. 
Thanks to the commitment and 
funding support provided by the 
NFL, our multi-disciplinary team 
of researchers can now undertake 
an innovative, data-driven ap-
proach to this study, and assist 
sports medicine clinicians in ad-
vancing strategies for injury pre-

vention and interventions to re-
turn athletes to sport quickly and 
with reduced risk for re-injury." 
  
This award concludes the 
Request for Proposals process 
initiated by the SAB in Sep-
tember 2020. It is the second 
round of medical research fund-
ing awarded by the SAB, 
founded in 2016 and chaired by 
Peter Chiarelli, U.S. Army Gen-
eral (Retired). Gen. Chiarelli  
formed a board of leading inde-
pendent researchers, experts, 
doctors, scientists and clinicians 
to develop and lead a clear pro-
cess to identify and support com-
pelling proposals for $40 million 
in scientific research funded by 
the NFL. In 2018, following the 
recommendation of the SAB, the 
NFL awarded a total of $35 mil-
lion to five projects for medical 
research primarily dedicated to 
neuroscience.

F.YH. = For Your Health

Men’s Health Network urges Biden administration to provide 
COVID-19 vaccines full regulatory approval within next 90 days

for the three currently available 
vaccines from Pfizer, Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson; but at 
this stage EUA status for these 
products is outdated and has out-
lasted its usefulness.  In fact, it is 
now perceived as an impediment 
by some. 
 The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) must now move 
on to quickly grant full approval 

of the Biologic License Applica-
tions, (BLAs), as a fundamen-
tally important next step in 
addressing vaccine hesitancy and 
protection of the public health.  

After over 340 million doses of 
these vaccines in the US and al-
most 3.5 billion doses world-
wide, and the unprecedented 
level of scrutiny, there should be 
no doubt that these vaccines meet 
any reasonable standard of effec-
tiveness and safety needed for 
full market approval.  
 There may be some technical is-
sues related to labeling, storage 
and shelf-life and most certainly 
there are questions about the 
length of their ability to adequ-
ately protect from COVID-19 but 
these must not be allowed to im-
pede application progress to full 

approval. 
 There are already several ac-
cepted and widely use mech-
anisms in the regulatory process, 
such as post-marketing surveil-
lance, on-going storage studies 
and label reviews that have been 
used to bring important products 
to full market approval. 
 Given the laudable cooperation 
between developers and regu-
lators that rapidly brought these 
products under the infrequently 
used EUA process to people, it is 
incongruous that moving to full 
approval is not proceeding with 
the same sense of urgency and 
speed.  The current“business-as-
usual” pace which has slowed ad-
vancement for full approvals is 
costing more lives every day. 
 There are several important rea-
sons to have these life-saving 
vaccines fully approved sooner Please see sports page 4

deeper connections around the 
world, and in Africa, basketball 
has the power to promote oppor-
tunity, wellness, equality, and 
empowerment across the con-
tinent,” said President Barack 
Obama.  “By investing in com-
munities, promoting gender 
equality, and cultivating the love 
of the game of basketball, I be-
lieve that NBA Africa can make 
a difference for so many of Af-
rica’s young people.  I’ve been 
impressed by the league’s com-
mitment to Africa, including the 
leadership shown by so many Af-
rican players who want to give 
back to their own countries and 
communities.  That’s why I’m 
proud to join the team at NBA 
Africa and look forward to a part-
nership that benefits the youth of 
so many countries.” 

 “We are honored that President 
Obama has become a strategic 
partner in NBA Africa and will 
support our wide-ranging efforts 

to grow the game of basketball 
on the continent,” said NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver.  “In 
addition to his well-documented 
love for basketball, President 
Obama has a firm belief in Af-
rica’s potential and the enormous 
growth opportunities that exist 
through sports.  NBA Africa will 
benefit tremendously from his 
engagement.” 
 
 “We have ambitious growth 
plans for NBA Africa and having 
President Obama join our efforts 
is a recognition that through 
sport, Africa can take its rightful 
place on the world stage,” said 
NBA Africa CEO Victor Wil-
liams.  “We look forward to 
working with President Obama 
and our strategic investors to use 
basketball as an economic 

growth engine across the con-
tinent and as a platform to im-
prove the health and wellness of 
one of the world’s youngest and 
fastest-growing populations.” 
 
 Strategic investors in NBA Af-
rica include a consortium led by 
Babatunde “Tunde” Folawiyo, 
Chairman and CEO of Yinka Fo-
lawiyo Group, and Helios Fairfax 
Partners Corporation (HFP), led 
by Co-CEO Tope Lawani.  Ad-
ditional investors in NBA Africa 
include NBA Legends Junior 
Bridgeman, Luol Deng (South 
Sudan), Grant Hill, Ian Mahinmi 
(France; ties to Benin), Dikembe 
Mutombo (Democratic Republic 
of the Congo) and Joakim Noah 
(ties to Cameroon). 

Opinion

rather than later.  Most important 
of these is that full approval 
would remove the objection 
echoed by many who are hesitant 
to be vaccinated because they are 
experimental.  For some this is a 
real lingering concern, for others 
it is simply a false-objection, but 
either way it is an impediment to 
reaching critical levels of immu-
nization now and should ad-
ditional vaccinations be needed 
in the future.It will provide a 
layer of confidence for busi-
nesses that are considering vac-
cination requirements for 
employees and customers. 
  This full approval also opens 
the way for commercial entities 
to communicate about these vac-
cines.  Current campaigns and 
approaches have done much 

The EUA has served its pur-
pose for the three currently 
available vaccines from 
Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson; but at this stage 
EUA status for these pro-
ducts is outdated and has 
outlasted its usefulness.  In 
fact, it is now perceived as an 
impediment by some. 

“We are honored that Pres-
ident Obama has become a 
strategic partner in NBA Af-
rica and will support our 
wide-ranging efforts to grow 
the game of basketball on the 
continent,” said NBA Com-
missioner Adam Silver.  “In 
addition to his well-doc-
umented love for basketball, 
President Obama has a firm 
belief in Africa’s potential and 
the enormous growth oppor-
tunities that exist through 
sports.  NBA Africa will bene-
fit tremendously from his en-
gagement.” 

Please see sports page 3


